
Vision
We envision inspired people
joining together to actively
replenish our environment,
our community and
ourselves. We believe in the
power of people to co-create
harmony between land,
water and all living things 
for generations to come.

Mission
To enrich the life of our
community through
environmentally sustainable
gardening programs that
empower people to
experience a direct and deep
connection with plants, the
land and each other.

Growing Gardens is a human
services and youth development
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization,
established in 1998 and based in
Boulder County. 

Utilizing gardening as the primary
tool, we service youth, elderly,
people with disabilities, and 
low-income families and individuals.

Dear Friends,
Growing Gardens accomplished 
many goals in 2006. We completed our greenhouse, 
thanks to many passionate and dedicated supporters and volunteers,
and we also saw our programs reach across economic, age, and social
gaps. The simple act of planting gardens, of preparing food from harvest
with family and friends, has connected people to each other. All this
makes me realize what a powerful support Growing Gardens has been
for the people and community of Boulder County. 

A lovely woman stopped me this past summer to tell me that riding her
bike by our site made her feel as if she was in paradise. People in the
field calling to each other, families harvesting from their gardens, the
nodding sunflowers and flitting birds, it made her so happy just to be
part of this scene, to know we were there.

Our goal for this coming year is to plan for our future and future
generations. We want to ensure that our children will be able to not
only witness what “paradise” can be, but also become active
participants in digging in and making our world a wonderful place to
live in.  

This 2006 Annual Report shares with the community the efforts we
have made in achieving that goal. We hope it brings you hope for the
future and joy in the present. Thank you for the generosity of spirit you
have all endowed to Growing Gardens.

Best Regards,  
Ramona Clark, Executive Director

Visit us online at www.growinggardens.org!
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¡Cultiva! Youth Project
¡Cultiva! teaches at-risk youth

sustainable agriculture, leadership,

entrepreneurial and life skills. The
¡Cultiva! youth (ages 11-18) work

daily to cultivate a one acre organic

garden. Their produce is donated weekly to those in need. The youth sell a

portion of their produce at the Boulder Farmer’s Market to learn business skills.

Youth design, coordinate and participate in community service projects. The

teenagers also take initiative with the operation and planning of the program and

grow to become stewards of the environment and leaders in their community.

¡Cultiva! Youth Goals 2006 Achievements

• 130 youth participated during 2006.

• A new drip irrigation system was installed in the ¡Cultiva! garden.

• 80% of the youth felt they were better leaders after teaching in the 

Children’s Peace Garden. 

• 90% of the youth said they learned new things at ¡Cultiva! that would 

help them be more healthy. 

• Sales at the Boulder County Farmers Market were up 37% from 2005.

• 1,128 pounds of produce were donated to Community Food Share and the

Boulder Shelter for the Homeless. 

¡Cultiva! Youth Goals for 2007

• Increase wages for youth so they

receive a competitive salary.

• Increase the number of hours each

youth spends in the garden and

greenhouse.

• Increase earned income of
¡Cultiva! program through

greenhouse and Farmer’s Market

revenue.
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Chidren’s Peace Garden
Utilizing the greenhouse and a variety of

gardens as a learning space, children ages

5-10 participate in curriculum focused on

the source of the food that they eat, the

fundamentals of organic gardening

practices, and experience activities and

games focusing on community, respect,

friendship, and cooperation.  

Children’s Peace Garden 
2006 Accomplishments

• 364 children participated in the Childre’s

Peace Garden Program—a 103%

increase from 2005!

• The Peace Garden offered fall curriculum

for the first time, thanks to the sheltered

space of the greenhouse.

• 64% of children participated in preparing and 

eating fresh, whole foods from the garden.

• 40% of the children participated in nutrition 

education activities.

Children’s Peace Garden Goals for 2007

• Create a week-long program to better meet the

scheduling needs of families.

• Expand the program by holding spring and fall

classes in the greenhouse.

• Increase school group participation in the program.

Community Gardens
Growing Gardens manages 353 garden plots at seven

different neighborhood locations in Boulder County.

This program provides space for urban residents to

grow their own food and share in the community

experience of gardening.

Community Gardens 2006 Accomplishments

• 1,078 community gardeners participated in 2006.

• Garden Leaders worked hard this year to build.

community in the gardens by increasing participation

in garden work days and social events.

• The new Centennial Community Garden, with 

20 garden plots, was built in south Boulder.

• 67% increase in the number of low income

gardeners in the community garden program.

Community Gardens Goals for 2007

• Continue to increase the depth and commitment 

of our volunteer support.

• Increase food donations to Community Food Share.

• Increase by 10% low income participants.

Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the charming

gardeners who make our souls blossom.

- Marcel Proust
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Able Gardening Program
With gardening-based therapy work, 

the elderly and people with disabilities 

are able to increase mobility, enhance 

independence and experience the 

fulfillment and pride of their 

accomplishments. Partnering with several 

local agencies the Able Gardening 

Program’s curriculum includes weekly

gardening classes and activities as 

well as classes utilizing plant material 

in cooking, displays and crafts.  

Able Gardening Program 2006 Achievements

• 50 seniors and people with disabilities participated
in weekly gardening classes in 2006.

• Expanded programming by adding more classes in
the spring and fall. 

• We used the greenhouse to provide job training
opportunities for those with special needs with our
partnering agencies, Bridges Program and
Employment Link.

Able Gardening Program 2007 Goals

• Increase participants in program by 20%. 

Neighborhood Compost Project
Designed to help Boulder reach its goal of 50% 

waste reduction, this program coordinates businesses,

gardeners and individuals to compost lawn and

garden waste and provides educational tours and

workshops.

Neighborhood Compost Project
2006 Accomplishments

• 1,488 individuals were educated though tours 
and workshops.

• 672 children toured the compost project in
partnership with Eco-Cycle. 

• The project recovered over 2,000 yards of raw
material and produced 740 yards of finished
compost.

• 270 yards of leaves from the City of Boulder’s 
leaf pick-up were recycled—a 300% increase 
from 2005!

Neighborhood Compost Project Goals
for 2007

• Increase the volume of leaves we receive and
recycle by 20%. 

• Educate 1,500 individuals about composting
through tours and classes.

Greenhouse
The Greenhouse was completed in 2006 and has

made possible the expansion of all of our programs to

a year round basis. We have greatly increased the

number of people we serve and the greenhouse

provides a stable funding base to reach our goal of self

sustainability. It serves as a center for the people in

the community to learn about and participate in

growing plants for food that will be healthy for their

families and the environment. 

Greenhouse 2006 Achievements

• Greenhouse construction was completed in 
March 2006.

• Over 4,000 plant starts for the Plant Sale and for all
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of Growing Gardens programs were grown in the
greenhouse.

• The plant sale grossed over $20,000 from greenhouse
grown plants.

• More than 70 people attended classes on plant propagation
and transplanting. 

Greenhouse 2007 Goals

• Increase revenues from plant starts to allow the greenhouse
to operate at a profit. 

• Greenhouse will provide plants for all of Growing Gardens
programs as well as plant donations to food banks, homeless
shelters and affordable housing neighborhood gardens.

• Classes held in partnership with Master Garden program for
the public.

Fresh Foods, Families and Fitness

This project will interface with all existing Growing Gardens

programs and offers an alternative lifestyle choice to “fast

food” by providing healthy choices to meet the nutritional and

physical activity recommendations for children, youth, low-

income families and seniors. 

Fresh Foods, Families and Fitness 2006 Achievements

• Donated over 100 seed packets and 1,900 plants starts 
to those in need in the community.

• 81% of gardeners surveyed ate at or above the
recommended servings for fruit and vegetables 
(5-9 servings).

• 85% of the ¡Cultiva!
youth reported learning
something that would
help them be more
healthy.

Fresh Foods, Families
and Fitness 2007 Goals

• Increase participants by
10% including low
income families, seniors,
youth, children and
those with disabilities.

2006 Financial Statements* 
Balance Sheet - December 31, 2006

ASSETS

Cash Accounts $ 114,822

Other Current Assets $ 12,388

Property & Equipment $ 337,331

Total Assets $ 464,541

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable & Accruals $ 5,307

Total Liabilities $ 5,307

FUND BALANCE

General Income $ 426,917

Net Income $ 32,316

Total Fund Balance $ 459,233

Total Liabilities & Fund Balance $ 464,541

Statement of Activities

(year ended December 31, 2006)

OPERATING FUNDS

Revenue

Contributions $ 12,344

Corporate Sponsorship $ 17,025

Earned Income $ 58,201

Specal Events Dinner $ 55,572

Grants $ 131,225

Contracts $ 16,441

In-Kind Contributions $ 16,733

Interest Income $ 982

Total Revenue $ 308,524

Expenses

Program Services

Cultiva Youth Project $ 103,308

Children’s Peace Garden $ 11,041

Neighborhood Compost Project $ 10,687

Community Gardens $ 35,98

Horticultural Therapy $ 12,402

Greenhouse $ 45,720

Administrative Expenses

General $ 45,013

Fundraising $ 12,083

Total Expenses $ 276,208

Greenhouse Construction Costs $ 93,024

*(unaudited)
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$30,000 - $70,000
Eleanor & Henry Hitchcock Charitable

Foundation

$10,000-$29,999
City of Boulder Department of 

Parks & Recreation
Colorado Garden Show, Inc.
The Denver Foundation
Greenfield Foundation
Janus Foundation
Mark & Terry Retzloff Family
Social Venture Partners
White Wave Foods

$5,000 - $9,999
Pam & Ryan Clark
Edmund T. & Eleanor Quick

Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Wild Oats Natural Market
Jack & Marsha Walker
Weaver Family Foundation

$1,000-$4,999
Aurora Dairy Corporation
Boulder Valley Rotary Community

Foundation
Brett Family Foundation
Meghan & Nate Carlson
Food Not Bombs
Foothills United Way
Marcelee Gralapp
Derek Guarascio & KC Waters 
JJJ Foundation
Kenneth King Foundation
L.P. Brown Foundation
TJ & Molly McIntyre
John & Marsha Moritz 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Catlin
Karen & Marc Peperzack
Pixie Mate
Polk Family Charitable Trust
RBC Dain Rauscher
Roche Colorado
Laura Ruby
Shari & Stephen Tebo
Jennifer Thompson
The Thomas P Waters Foundation
Van Riper Woodard Foundation

$500-$999
BEA Foundation 
Keith Brenner
Community Foundation Serving

Boulder County-Community 
Trust Fund

Clark & Mardie Driftmier
Dennis & Catherine Gates
Jim Hagen & Mina Ziai
Kristin & Craig Howard
John & Claudia Lainson
Lawrie Diack Wilson
One Earth Landscapes
US Bank
James H Woods Foundation

$100-$499
Lisa Bell
Rick Barron
Caryn Capriccioso
Kathy Carsey
Nancy Clarke & John Accardi 
Wade Clement
Ball Aerospace & Technologies
Charles Carlson
Communico Festival
Terry Cohen
Colleen Conant
Conor O’Neill’s
Maria Cote
Macon & Regina Cowles
Shevaun Coy
John Crawford
Ann Dietz
Steve & Ardie Dickson
Jane & Scott Engel
Barney & Julie Feinblum
Don Frigiletti
William Frischkorn
Sheila Fortune
Jenn Foskett
Mary Ellen Ford
Ben & Kerry Gilbert
Paul Heffron
Betsy Hitchcock
Kyle & Mara Kuczun
Jennifer Lane
Brian Larsen & Renae Kofford 
Sally Lasater
Marr Barr Comunications
Susan & Steve Maxwell
Steve Montgomery
Heather Musselman
Amy Palmer & Richard Williams
Linda Parks
Jon & Yvonne Pell
Virginia Perry
Scott Gerald Raderstorf
Kathleen Saunders
Jim Scatena
Penny Schwind

SEED Foundation
Sensorielle LLC
Lianne Shepherd
Sydney Solis
Larry Soll & Nancy Maron 
Pam Stewart
Ben Turner
Kaye Howe
Jim& Meggie Vieth 
Erica Wohldman

$1-$99
Aaron Atwell
James Baker
DJ Beau
Sharon Boslinger
Dave Carlson
Amelia Charles
David Chapman & Holly Hope 
Megan Christensen
Patrick Clifford
George Coel
Jacquelyne Cox
Dara Jordan Davies
Roxanna Desjardins
Shirley Dick
Michael & Nicole D’Onofrio
Mark Dusza
Christy Fall
Kim Fatatas
Christine Ginnity
Mike Gurrola
Teryn Hanson
M.E. Harris
Elizabeth Harris
Liati Huff
Hollis Hope
Scotty James
Howard & Hiromi Johnson
Beverly Johnson
Pam Johnston
Clive Jones
Debra Jones
Emily Knapp
Janet & Scott Lehman
Memory of David Black
R A Marvin
Michelle & Sam Nizam
Padraic O’Neill
Kim Raby
Elyn Robinson & Tom Tromey
Ginny Schafer 
Howard & Polli Small
Annie Walter 
Arielle Welch
Linda Woods 
Rick Zwestch
MWH Global

IN-KIND Donors
Albert’s Organics
Alec Shuler 
Altimira
Analise Nelson
Barbara Vuchich & Jerry Bennington
Barney & Julie Feinblum
Bead for Life
Boulder Arts & Crafts Gallery
Boulder Dental Group, Mark Albert
Boulder Philharmonic
Bolderwomen.com
Cathy Sweeney
City of Boulder Parks & Recreation
Department
Colorado Gardener
Country in the Village

Corepower Yoga
Costco
Cottonwood Custom Builders
CSU Cooperative Extension
Cure Organic Farm
Daily Camera
Eldora Water
Espress-Oh!
Etown
Fiori Flowers
Flowers In Bloom
Fractiles Inc.
George Watt
Good Use
Grassroots Landscaping
Hayes Tree Service
Hazel Del Mushrooms 
Hilary Boslet
Holly Dehoog
Horizon Organic 
Howard Treppeda - Treppeda’s
Ristorante
Hurdles Jewelry
Italco
Jason Rogers - St Julien Hotel & Spa
Jessica Arbogast
Jon Pell - Sunflower Restaurant
KC Waters
Ken Larkin
Kristin Flewelling
Laurie Jennings
Lee Hill Peat
Lefthand Valley Nursery
Linda Parks- TheParksGroup
Liquor Mart 
Lisa Bell & Crescendo
Long Family Farms
Long’s Gardens
Majorie Dalzell
Marsha & Jack Walker
Mary Barron
Mathew Jansen - Mateo Restaurant
Moonstone Jewelry
Mountain Sun
Mt. Ocean
Northeast Seafood
Organic Vintners
Osage Gardens
Pamela Lippe
Peak to Peak Grooming
Pekoe Sip House
Penny Schwind & Windy Lundy
Pixie Maté
Redwood Landscaping
Regina Cucina
Robert & Sarah Kopack
St. John’s Episcopal Church
St Julien Hotel & Spa
Sealrock Publishing
Seattle Fish Company
Shamane Simons - Shamane’s Bake
Shoppe
Southern Wine & Spirits
Sturtz & Copeland 
Susan Maxwell
Terry & Mark Retzloff
The Fruit Stand 
Village Printer
Whole Pets
Wild Oats Natural Markets

2006 Growing Gardens Supporters (We strive to recognize all of our donors and apologize if any name was inadvertently omitted.)
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